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§ 35.917 Facilities planning (step 1). 
(a) Sections 35.917 through 35.917–9 es-

tablish the requirements for facilities 
plans. 

(b) Facilities planning consists of 
those necessary plans and studies 
which directly relate to the construc-
tion of treatment works necessary to 
comply with sections 301 and 302 of the 
Act. Facilities planning will dem-
onstrate the need for the proposed fa-
cilities. Through a systematic evalua-
tion of feasible alternatives, it will 
also demonstrate that the selected al-
ternative is cost-effective, i.e., is the 
most economical means of meeting es-
tablished effluent and water quality 
goals while recognizing environmental 
and social considerations. (See appen-
dix A to this subpart.) 

(c) EPA requires full compliance with 
the facilities planning provisions of 
this subpart before award of step 2 or 
step 3 grant assistance. (Facilities 
planning initiated before May 1, 1974, 
may be accepted under regulations 
published on February 11, 1974, if the 
step 2 or step 3 grant assistance is 
awarded before April 1, 1980.) 

(d) Grant assistance for step 2 or step 
3 may be awarded before approval of a 
facilities plan for the entire geographic 
area to be served by the complete 
waste treatment system of which the 
proposed treatment works will be an 
integral part if: 

(1) The Regional Administrator de-
termines that applicable statutory re-
quirements have been met (see §§ 35.925– 
7 and 35.925–8); that the facilities plan-
ning related to the proposed step 2 or 
step 3 project has been substantially 
completed; and that the step 2 or step 
3 project for which grant assistance is 
made will not be significantly affected 
by the completion of the facilities plan 
and will be a component part of the 
complete system; and 

(2) The applicant agrees to complete 
the facilities plan on a schedule the 
State accepts (subject to the Regional 
Administrator’s approval); the sched-
ule shall be inserted as a special condi-
tion in the grant agreement. 

(e) Facilities planning may not be 
initiated before award of a step 1 grant 
or written approval of a plan of study 
(see § 35.920–3(a)(1)) accompanied by res-
ervation of funds for a step 1 grant (see 

§§ 35.925–18 and 35.905). Facility plan-
ning must be based on load allocations, 
delineation of facility planning areas 
and population projection totals and 
disaggregations in approved water 
quality management (WQM) plans. (See 
paragraph 8a(3) of appendix A.) After 
October 1, 1979, the Regional Adminis-
trator shall not approve grant assist-
ance for any project under this subpart 
if such facility-related information is 
not available in an approved WQM 
plan, unless the Regional Adminis-
trator determines, in writing, based on 
information submitted by the State or 
the grantee, that the facility-related 
information was not within the scope 
of the WQM work program, or that 
award of the grant is necessary to 
achieve water quality goals of the Act. 

(f) If the information required as part 
of a facilities plan has been developed 
separately, the facilities plan should 
incorporate it by reference. Planning 
which has been previously or collat-
erally accomplished under local, State, 
or Federal programs will be utilized 
(not duplicated). 

§ 35.917–1 Content of facilities plan. 
Facilities planning must address 

each of the following to the extent con-
sidered appropriate by the Regional 
Administrator: 

(a) A description of the treatment 
works for which construction drawings 
and specifications are to be prepared. 
This description shall include prelimi-
nary engineering data, cost estimates 
for design and construction of the 
treatment works, and a schedule for 
completion of design and construction. 
The preliminary engineering data may 
include, to the extent appropriate, in-
formation such as a schematic flow 
diagram, unit processes, design data re-
garding detention times, flow rates, 
sizing of units, etc. 

(b) A description of the selected com-
plete waste treatment system(s) of 
which the proposed treatment works is 
a part. The description shall cover all 
elements of the system, from the serv-
ice area and collection sewers, through 
treatment, to the ultimate discharge of 
treated waste waters and management 
and disposal of sludge. Planning area 
maps must include major components 
of existing and proposed treatment 
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